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UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION 

SECOND DOMINO:  Because of humanity's total depravity, God of 
necessity, in eternity past, chose certain people to be saved. There 
was nothing inherently better or different about the chosen people 
which caused God to choose them. God was totally free in His decision 
to show grace and mercy to some sinners who deserved nothing but His 
wrath. This is, in essence, the doctrine of Unconditional Election.  
 

Election means "choice." God's choice from eternity past, of whom he will bring 
to himself, is not based on foreseen virtue, merit, or faith in the persons he 
chooses but rather is unconditionally grounded in his own sovereign decision. 

In Protestant theology, election is considered to be one aspect of predestination 
in which God selects certain individuals to be saved. Those elected receive 
mercy, while those not elected, the reprobate, receive justice. 

In Calvinism, this election is called "unconditional" because his choice to save 
someone does not hinge on anything inherent in the person or on any act that 
the person performs or belief that the person exercises. Indeed, according to the 
doctrine of total inability (the first of the five points of Calvinism), the influence of 
sin has so inhibited the individual's volition that no one is willing or able to come 
to or follow God apart from God first regenerating the person's heart to give them 
the ability to love him. Hence, God’s choice in election is and can only be based 
solely on God's own independent and sovereign will and not upon the foreseen 
actions of man. (Scholastic Calvinists have sometimes debated precisely when, 
relative to the decree for the Fall of man, God did his electing – see 
supralapsarianism and infralapsarianism – though such distinctions are not often 
emphasized in modern Calvinism.) 

Biblical passages 

A number of passages are put forth to support the doctrine, including” 

John 15:16: "You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you 
ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you."  
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Acts 13:48: "And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and 
glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life 
believed."  

Romans 9:15-16: "For he says to Moses, 'I will have mercy on whom I have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.' So then it 
depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy."  

Ephesians 1:4-5: "even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for 
adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,"  

Ephesians 1:11: "In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to 
the counsel of his will,"  

Philippians 1:29: "For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you 
should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake"  

1 Thessalonians 1:4-5: "For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen 
you, because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in 
the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to 
be among you for your sake."  

2 Thessalonians 2:13: "But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, 
brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be 
saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth."  

2 Timothy 1:9: "who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our 
works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ 
Jesus before the ages began,"  

 

John Calvin on the doctrine 

Calvin’s Institutes (1559), Book III, Chapter 21, section 7  

We say, then, that Scripture clearly proves this much, that God by his eternal and 
immutable counsel determined once for all those whom it was his pleasure one day to 
admit to salvation, and those whom, on the other hand, it was his pleasure to doom to 
destruction. We maintain that this counsel, as regards the elect, is founded on his free 
mercy, without any respect to human worth, while those whom he dooms to destruction 
are excluded from access to life by a just and blameless, but at the same time 
incomprehensible judgment. In regard to the elect, we regard calling as the evidence of 
election, and justification as another symbol of its manifestation, until it is fully 
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accomplished by the attainment of glory. But as the Lord seals his elect by calling and 
justification, so by excluding the reprobate either from the knowledge of his name or the 
sanctification of his Spirit, he by these marks in a manner discloses the judgment which 
awaits them.  
 
Calvinists on the doctrine 
 
If man contributes anything to his salvation then he has grounds for taking credit (1 
Corinthians 1:29; Ephesians 2:9). God alone will be glorified in the end; therefore, 
predestination is the only means by which God can save. Although 1Timothy 2:4 
teaches that God “desires all men to be saved,” we must not forget that God desires to 
be glorified just as much. 1Timothy 2:4 in no way undermines Ephesians 1:4-5. God 
chooses to be just as glorified in His justice and wrath as He is in His grace and mercy. 
Although election might seem unfair and unjust, God has the right to do to anyone 
whatever He pleases (Daniel 4:35; Romans 9:19-21). Men are sinful and deserve 
nothing less than eternal hell. Therefore, the question should not revolve around why 
God chooses only some, but rather why God chooses any. A final thing to remember is 
that election only refers to salvation, never condemnation! God never elects people for 
hell, only heaven. Although God predestines all things, including every man’s destiny, 
He only elects unto salvation. Predestination and election is not the same thing. 
Unconditional election is the basis for regeneration and answers the question of why 
some come to Christ while others remain in unbelief. 
 

1. "God from all eternity did by the most wise and holy counsel of his own will 
freely and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass ... By the 
decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, some men and angels 
are predestinated unto life, and others foreordained to everlasting death. 
These angels and men, thus predestinated and foreordained, are 
particularly and unchangeably designed; and their number is so certain 
and definite that it cannot be either increased or diminished." (The 
Confession of Faith of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., from chapter 111, 
entitled "Of God's Eternal Decree")  

2. "Unconditional Election" is a fancy phrase that refers to what is commonly 
known as "Predestination."  

3. "Predestinate" comes from the Greek word "PROORIZO." This word was 
translated three different ways in the King James Version  predestinated, 
ordained, and determined before. The American Standard Version is more 
consistent and translates the word in every case as foreordained.  

 



"Unconditional Election"  
Bible Texts Calvinists misuse to prove "Calvinistic Predestination"  

Acts 4:28  
What was "determined before?" The death of Jesus! This death had been prophesied as a part 
of God's plan (Lk. 22:21-22; Acts 2:22-23). The Jews did not realize that they were fulfilling 
God's plan and He did not force them to kill His Son; they were accountable for their own actions.  
 
1 Corinthians 2:7  
The context shows clearly that it is God's plan of redemption that was foreordained. In verse 5, 
the power of God is in the gospel (Rom. 1:16).  
In times past, it had been a mystery, not fully revealed.  
Even the prophets did not understand completely about Christ.  
But now this plan is revealed as the wisdom of God (Eph. 3:3-5; 1 Pet. 1:10-12).  
This sacrifice was "for our glory" or salvation. It was a part of God's eternal purpose (Eph. 3:8-
11).  
 
Romans 8:28-30  
Who is under consideration here?  
"those who love God" - not a few whom God loves  
"the called according to His purpose" - we are not called by a still, mysterious voice or by a direct 
operation of the Holy Spirit or by God Himself, but by the gospel (2 Thess. 2:14).  
Those who hear, believe and respond in obedience are referred to as "the called" (Gal. 1:6; 1 
Pet. 2:9).  
In Romans 8:29-30, we can see the unfolding of God's plan. God determined to send mankind a 
Savior to die for all men.  
He foreordained all of the events before they actually took place.  
In that sense, God predestinated our salvation. It wax not that He selected us individually to be 
saved or lost, but that those who accepted the gospel call would be saved.  
Those who answer that call are justified and glorified.  
 
Ephesians 1:4-5,11  
God has had an eternal plan in mind - a scheme of redemption for those who will accept it.  
Those who are chosen are those who are "in Him" (Christ) vs. 3-4  
We become God's children by our faith in and obedience to Christ's gospel (v. 5). God adopts us 
into His family upon our obedience (Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:4-6).  
The counsel of God's will (v. 11) refers to His decision to send Jesus to redeem the obedient.  
 
Conclusion  
The Bible does teach predestination, but not the kind that Calvinists teach. The Bible does not 
teach that God has decided ahead of time who will be saved and who will be lost. We are free, 
moral agents with the capacity to accept or reject God's commandments.  
Predestination or foreordination is what God did before the world began, as He determined to 
save man from sin through the sacrifice of His own Son. Those who answer His call through the 
gospel experience the blessings of that plan now in Christ Jesus. (Rom. 2:3-11)  



Unconditional Election & II Peter 3:9 

Here a question regarding II Peter 3:9 is offered to the Calvinist. A common response is raised and examined.  

If Calvinism be true, then God alone wills and brings about His will. If it is His will that all men may be saved, then 
who hinders Him? 

"The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing 
that any should perish but that all should come to repentance." II Peter 3:9 

If Calvinism be true, then according to this verse, all men should be saved, since God desires all men to be saved. 
Obviously, this is contrary to other plain passages (Luke 13:23-24; Matthew 7:13-14). Even Calvin recognized that 
this was contrary to his doctrines and explained it as follows:  

"For His will that they should come to repentance cannot be used in any other sense than that which is uniformly 
employed. Conversion is undoubtedly in the hand of God, whether He designs to convert all can be learned from 
Himself, when He promises that He will give some a heart of flesh, and leave to others a heart of stone (Ezek. 
36:26)."  

and, 
 

"But I hold that no man approaches God unless previously influenced from above. And if repentance were placed at 
the will of man, Paul would not say, 'If God peradventure will give them repentance' (2 Tim. 2:25)." Institutes, vol. 2, 
p. 255-256 

Calvin interprets this passage based upon his other tenets. He limits "all" to only the saved, based on the fact that the 
book was written to the saved. This focuses our attention on two points. One, this illustrates how the previous tenets 
serve as the foundation for his theology, and how difficult it can be interpret a passage without one's prejudice and 
desires. Second, it raises a good question for us to consider and answer.  

Does the context limit the words "any" and "all" to only the elect? Before, we quickly cry "Consistency with the 
context!" and jump to our desired conclusion, let us examine the context. Only one interpretation will be consistent 
with both the immediate context and the Bible as a whole.  

Earlier in the chapter, Peter begins by encouraging these Christians to beware scoffers, who would mock the 
Christians' belief in Christ's second coming and the destruction of the world (II Peter 3:1-4). He reminds that these 
scoffers are "willfully forgetful" that God once destroyed the world in Noah's day by water (3:4-6), and He has similarly 
promised to destroy the world and punish the wicked a second time, but by fire (3:7). The difficulty for the Christians' 
was that they were being mocked because the fulfillment seemed anything but imminent, so Peter reminds them that 
time has no meaning to God, and He will keep His promise (3:8). Finally, he also reminds them that God is patient, 
longsuffering, and therefore waits because He does not want any to perish (3:9).  

Now let's consider the implications of this context upon our earlier questions: Who are the ones to come to 
repentance? Peter mentions "us" in verse 9, but he also mentions the entire world and even "ungodly men" in the 
context. Let us consider that the words "any" and "all" are indeed general. Granting this, let us consider two 
interpretations and determine which makes the most sense with the context. Now if this verse refers only to the elect, 
then God is "longsuffering" for them to "come to repentance". How is this possible in Calvinism, if it is God who 
predestines all things, and if it is God who brings about their salvation through the direct operation of the Holy 
Spirit? Is God being longsuffering with Himself? What is He waiting on? Surely not the sinner to come to Him, or to be 
willing, or to repent? These would require patience. But, if God controls all things, with whom is He being 
longsuffering? The implications are inconsistent with Calvinism. 

If Calvinism be true, then God alone wills and brings about His will. If it is His will that all men may be saved, then 
who hinders Him? This brings up a possible alternative interpretation: God is patient and waits as long as possible for 
all men to come to repentance. If man has free will, then God certainly would be longsuffering, waiting until all men 
had either repented or become hardened in their wickedness. This interpretation is consistent with the verse and with 
the previous context, in which God holds off on judgment of the wicked, because he wills that "all should come to 
repentance." 

http://www.insearchoftruth.org/articles/irresistiblegrace.html
http://www.insearchoftruth.org/articles/irresistiblegrace.html


SCRIPTURAL REFUTATION OF “CALVINISTIC PREDESTINATION"  

A.  The Bible teaches predestination, but not Calvinistic Predestination:  

1. Bible predestination is where God pre-determined, not the identity of the 
saved, but the character of the saved  

2. We are not opposed to predestination, for the Bible teaches it. However, 
Calvin's view of predestination is entirely unbiblical and therefore false 
doctrine.  

What is foreknown by God in these Bible Verses?  
Text  Personal Identity? Character, purpose & plan? 

Eph 1:3-4   

1 Cor 2:7    
Rom 8:29-30    

B.  God is not a respecter of persons: Acts 10:34; Rom 2:11-12; 1 Peter 1:17  

C.  God does not will that any perish but all be saved: Tit 2:11; 1 Ti 2:3-4; 2 Peter 
3:9  

D.  Makes the Devil no enemy for the saved to worry about, if predestined - 1 
Peter 5:8    Why beware?  

E. Our eternal destiny (heaven or hell) is based entirely upon personal choices 
we make -- based upon our own freewill. If we end up in hell, we can only 
blame ourselves!  

 



   Is it God's will that all people be saved ?            
 
 
From the website www.calvinistcorner.com 
 
"This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all 
men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 2:3-4) 
 
"The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is 
patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to 
repentance" (2 Pet. 3:9).  
 

To begin with, the answer to the question "Is it God's will that all people be saved?" 
must be "Yes," because that is what the Bible says.  But does that mean that all will 
be saved?  The answer is obviously, "No."   
 
Are God's desires always accomplished?  No, they are not.  God's desire is that 
people do what is right and not sin:  "To do righteousness and justice is desired by 
the Lord rather than sacrifice," (Prov. 21:3).  But people still sin in spite of God's 
stated desire.   Was it the desire of God that Adam and Eve rebel?  No.  Was it 
God's will that David commit adultery?  No. Yet, they did the very thing God did not 
want.  God desires that all people repent (Acts 17:30); but not all do. Clearly, God's 
will is not always done.   
 
 
 
THINK ABOUT IT! 
 
The Calvinist says that “God could have elected everyone.” He also understands 
(agrees) the Bible says God “desires all men to be saved”.  Doesn’t this lead to a 
very important question?  What would you ask this Calvinist? 
 
 
God Wants All Men to Be Saved 

If Calvinism be true, then God alone wills and brings about His will. There is no other free will. 
However, we do not find a God who has elected only a select few to be saved, but we find a God 
who desires all to be saved. 

"The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward 
us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance." II Peter 3:9 

Even Calvin recognized that this was contrary to his doctrines and explained it away by saying this 
verse must be interpreted so as to conform to other passages as He had previously interpreted them, 
which we respond to elsewhere. 

http://www.calvinistcorner.com/


Not only does God want all men to repent, but He also wants them to understand His will and be 
saved. 

"For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and 
to come to the knowledge of the truth." I Timothy 2:3-4 

How much more plain can it be made? One may believe that it is the elect alone who are under 
consideration, but if it were so, why did God not say so? And, why did He rather say "all men", unless 
He meant all men? If we are allowed to insert words to come to our desired interpretation 
("all ELECT men"), then how will ever arrive at God's intended meaning and not always see our own 
desires instead? Do we have a love of truth, or of something else? 

God Seeks for All Men to Be Saved 

The Bible goes farther than to say that He desires all men to be saved. We find that He actually sent 
Christ to die for all men. 

"For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave 
Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time" I Timothy 2:5-6 

Again some will contest that we should insert the words "elect", or force an interpretation in light of 
the other tenets of Calvinism, but what justification do we have for such authority? The letter was 
written to a Christian preacher and mentions Christians, so then why would Paul begin to speak 
of "all men" and "all"? The prior verses reference both Christians and those who have fallen away 
and been delivered to Satan (I Timothy 1:16-20). How then could we honestly limit the context to 
only Christians, when the language shifts to a larger context, "all men", which included and kings 
and governors (I Timothy 2:1-3)? 

We see this point again in John's writings: 

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life." John 3:16 

"My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have 
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world." II John 2:1-2 

Suppose that God did intend that the atonement would be unlimited, and anyone who was willing 
could be saved. How else would have He written the above statement? And, if Christ is the sacrificial 
lamb for the whole world, then who prevents the whole world from being saved?  

DOMINO THEORY!!!!  If this tenet falls, then all of Calvinism falls, which is true of all of the tenets 
because of their logical dependency. 

Conclusion 

Several points of Calvinism can be complicated and confusing, but few seems so directly addressed in 
the Scripture. We find that God not only wants all men to be saved, but He sent His Son into the 
world so that the whole world could be saved. Now, how the world deals with this sacrifice is seen in 
the verses that follow the verses we have examined. Some men love darkness, while others love 
truth, and this determines how they respond to the gospel (John 1:1-13; 3:1-21).   
 



John 12:32   And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 
 
Calvinist:  Note that the word “men” is not in the original Greek text; it is a 
translator’s addition. So He draws all of something, but what? It cannot be 
all “men” (humans) who ever were or will be, because at the time He says 
this, there are already untold millions that have passed into eternity, and 
many unto condemnation. Then does it mean absolutely all humans ever 
from now on? But that cannot be either, because it took centuries for the 
Gospel to spread out of the Middle East, and even today there are 
unreached people. During that time, many more have passed away without 
being drawn to Him. Yet Jesus Himself tells who the drawn ones are: 
 
John 6:44-45   No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me 
draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. It is written in the prophets, 
And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and 
hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me. 
 
Therefore, those who are drawn are all that do in fact come to Jesus. They 
come to Him because God has opened their heart and taught them.  
 
Another reasonable interpretation is possible. The plan of God is grander 
than just people going to church and worshiping Him. He means to reconcile 
the whole created order to Himself. Since Jesus says He will draw “all,” He 
may be referring to “all things.” Thus, He may be saying that His death, and 
the power it has to eradicate sin, will be the fulcrum God will use to undo all 
the effects of evil everywhere in the universe: 
 
Colossians 1:19-20   For it pleased the Father that in him should all fullness 
dwell; And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to 
reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, 
or things in heaven. 
 
 



Questions – Unconditional Election / Predestination 
 
1. The Calvinist says “Some will assert the age old objection that says God elects because He foresaw 

who chose Him and elected based on foreseen faith. In this sense, faith dictates election rather than 
election dictating faith.”   

  
 a. Which one comes first…faith or election?  Explain. 
  
 
 
 b. Has God pre-elected those “who chose him” because He knew they would choose him?   
 
 
 
 
2. What is fatalism (look it up!)?    Sound similar? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-

ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9) 
The Calvinist believes “all” in this verse means those who are predestined.  They say if it meant 
everyone in human history, it would teach UNIVERSALISM or the belief that all men (everyone) will be 
saved.  Is either view correct?  Explain. 
 
 
 
Is it consistent that God desire one thing (none should perish) and arrange something different? 
 
 
 
4. Can I know if I am saved?  Explain with scripture. 

  
 
 
The Calvinist says “If you have come with genuine saving faith, knowing the content of the Gospel, believing 
it, and then committing your life to Christ, trusting in Christ alone to save you, then without doubt you are 
numbered among the elect.  That's because only the elect genuinely come; only the elect genuinely love 
Christ. You would have no measure of affection for the biblical Christ unless God had first done something in 
your heart. By nature, we do not seek God or want Him. But the fact that you love Him, albeit imperfectly, 
indicates that you are one of Christ's sheep.” 
 
5.  Who would you say determines our genuineness?  Be prepared to explain. 
 
 
6.  If God predestined some to be saved, did He predestine the rest?  For what?   
 
 
7.  And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.” (Mk. 16:15)  What 
would be the role of evangelism with predestination?” 
 
 
A question from a Humanist (read Atheist) to a Calvinist.  I do have one question for you. WHY? Why would 
god predestine (X) amount of people to be saved, and (X) amount of people for destruction? If God exists, 
then he is God, so I suppose the answer is "because he can." However as one of those created to be "hell 
fodder" as it stands right now, I would have to say...Nice god you got there...;-) 



Unconditional Election 
 
 
What is the meaning of this verse?  

"If I be lifted up I will draw all men to me"?  John 12:32 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do you think the Calvinists answer this question? 
 
 



EVEN MUSLIMS BELIEVE IN PREDESTINATION! 

From the KORAN - Kitaab At-Tawheed, Chapter: 57 

What Has Been Said About Those Who Deny Allah's Qadr   

QADR = PREDESTINATION! 

Ibn `Umar (ra ) said: "By Him in Whose Hand is the soul of Ibn `Umar, if anyone 

possessed gold as much as the mountain of Uhud and spent it in Allah's cause, 

Allah (swt ) would not accept it from him unless he believed in Allah's Qadr." 

Then he (saas ) cited as evidence the words of the Prophet (saas ): "Eemaan 

(faith) is to believe in (i) Allah (swt ), (ii) His angels, (iii) His revealed Books, (iv) 

His Messengers, (v) the Day of Resurrection and (vi) Al-Qadr, both the good and 

bad of it." 

In this narration, `Abdullah Ibn `Umar (ra ) swears by Allah, that no matter how 

much wealth a person may spend in Allah's cause, no matter how many 

righteous deeds he may perform, it will benefit him nothing and Allah (swt ) will 

not accept it from him if he does not believe in Allah's Qadr; this is because belief 

in, it is one of the six pillars of faith as expounded by the Messenger of Allah 

(saas ) in a well known authentic Hadith, known as the Hadith of Jibreel (as ) in 

which he visited the Prophet (saas ) in human form in front of a number of the 

Companions and questioned him about Islam in order to teach the Muslims their 

faith. This Hadith, Ibn `Umar (ra ) cited as proof for what he had said concerning 

the obligation of belief in Allah's Qadr. 
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